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I ’Dist. Atty. Jim Garrison today produced his 
mystery informant" who said he heard Clay L. 
haw, Lee Harvey Oswald and David \Villiam Fer- 
ie plot ^^assassination of President JoTiTrl 2 ~Ken- 
edy. 

{ The informer is Perry R. Russo, a Baton Rouge 
feurance salesman, who toTd~a Criminal District 

t ... ■ =■ 

jurt hearing today that he heard the trio plotting 
fc slaying in September of 1963. Kennedy was 
£>t to death in Dallas on Nov. 22. 1963. 

| The testimony came in a preliminary hearing 
»r Shaw, who was arrested March l- and. bo oked 
Uh crthnria? conspiracy in the President's death. 
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? RUSSO SAID HE HEARD THE three talking 
4 a party at Ferrie’s apartment at 3330 Louisiana 

4 .. mm . - ■ • • 

iveTpkwy- He said the two other than Ferrie were 
introduced to him as Clem Bertrand and Leon Os- 

Russo said the plot Involved "triangulation of cross 
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w," a diversions^ tactic, and called for one man to be ? 
•’•scapegoat." • * j 



fJr _ 

!];Russo~TGemitied Leon Oswald from photos of Lee Har- 
*y Oswald, the accused assassin of President Kennedy, 
a Li ■ • — 
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and in a dramatic moment, he placed his hand over the 
h frjd of d efendant Clay Shaw, identifying hir* «s_ih±-*iian be* 
knew as ’Clem Bertrand. J 

In his testimony before a three-judge court, Russo state<n 
that “somewhere around the middle of September 1963,”. he * 
walked into Ferrie’s apartment and “there seemed to be^ 
some sort of party in progress.” J 

He sa.d there were 10 people in the apartment at first,! 
but as ti e night wore on, the number was reduced toj 
himself and three others, namely Ferrie, Oswald and Ber-* 
trand. 1 

Russo said that at first there seemed to be some doubt 
as to whe her a conversation should take place In his (Rus- 1 
so’s) presence, but that after a short time, the discussion 
concerning an assassination attempt began. 

“FERRIE TOOK THE INITIATIVE in the conversation,” 
said Russo. “He paced back and forth on the floor.” 

He sa.d Ferrie talked to both Bertrand and Oswald,, 
stating that “an assassination attempt would have to involve 
diversionary tactics.” • 

Russo quoted Ferrie as stating 1 that it would be neces-* 4 
sary to have at least two, and preferably three, people in® 
volved in shooting the President. 

He said Ferrie’s term for this was “triangulation of 
crossfire.” 

Russo said according to the plan, “one or two persons 
would shoot diversionary shots and one would shoot the good 
shot ... 

“One person had to be the scapegoat,” he said. 

According to Russo, the conversation went on to what 
Ferrie called the “availability of exits,” which involved how.' 
thp _asaa£sjn s would make good their escape. 3 
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’.SSO SAID THE PLAN called for the “sacrifice man” 
w time for the other one or two persons to escape. 1 
'iey would eithrr gtnfcm where they were at that 
o Mexico and refuel, or would fly directly to. Cuba/*, 
testified. * . . 

isso stated at that point that Ferrie had been an airline ^ 
Russo said Bertrand took exception to this plan and 
bat once the shot was fired, “the whole world would 





PERRY RAYMOND RUSSO 
•i Says he overheard plot. ; 

and if the conspirators landed in Mexico or elsewhere, 
i would not be able to get out. 

In the afternoon session, Russo was back on the stand ^ 
\ Garrison doing the questioning. Russo said the first time 
saw Oswald in Ferrie’s apartment, the latter was polish-, 

a rifle. . 

Garrison showed him a rifle and asked him if it was the 
one. Russo said it looked like it except that the tele- 
pic sight on the gun in the courtroom was larger. . v 
Assistant Dist. Atty. Alvin Osor handled the opening 
secution along with Assistant Dist. Atty. Charles Ray 
rd. F. Irving Dymond was assisted in the defense by 
ward Wegmann and William Wegmann. . 

The three-judge panel ^enring^ the case consisted off 
ilor 4 Judge Bernard J. Bagerf of Criminal District Court] 



^jind Judges. Matthew S. Braniff ar>d Malcolm V. OHar*; ^ 
V. • Today’* hearing was to decide whether the .d l ctri ^ot- -'»■ 
tomeyjha/ enough evidence to hold Shaw for trial It was J 
tfie first major showdown in the case which has drawn } 
worldwide attention since the States-Item revealed on; ?. 

. Feb. 17 in a copyrighted story the probe was under way. /*. 
William Gurvich, chief investigator for the district:,, 
attorney’s office, was the first to appear in the courtroom. . 

He arrived at 10:10 a..m. with a long, brown-wrapped \ 
object he placed in the clerk’* office. Garrison’* office said 
‘the package contained a high-powered rifle with a tele-. ' 
.scopic sight. • • 

t • ■ ^ 

GURVICH’S BROTHER, Garrison aide Leonard Gurvich, : 
stood oulside the clerk’s office with a walkie-talkie keeping * 

• 4 contact with the district attorney’s office. • *.»< 

The courtroom filled early with newsmen and spectators. ’• 

' Judge Bagert arrived about 10 a. m. wearing a conservative i 
, gray suit and carrying a briefcase. Judge Braniff followed : 
shortly thereafter. •! 

; Shaw and his attorneys filed into the courtroom at 10:30 ; 

a. m. 111 

Shaw, stoic and wearing a conservative brown suit, * 

: brown vest and brown tie, immediately sat down at the de-. 

J fense table in a center chair In front of the chair which 1 
( was later occupied by Judge Bagert. 
i One of his attorneys handed him a pad of yellow, ■ 

' legal-siztd paper and he turned to confer briefly with Ed- . 

: ward Wegmann. For a few minutes Shaw sat alone at the*,. 
• table smoking a cigarette and facing the judge’j bench. 

* It 

HE THEN STOOD UP AND turned toward the back of ] 
the court, conferring wifh Dymond and occaSionafqr^lanc- '* 
ing up at the crowd. -Is 

At one point he pulled a white handkerchief from his..; 
' pocket and wiped his forehead. . 5 

A court attache called for an end to smoking. At 10:30^ 
■ a. m. the prosecutors filed in. Garrison wore a dark blue 
[ lUit. • ' \\ 

• : The judges Died in at about 10:40 and the crier called . 

[ for order. * / 

; After a slight pause, Judge Bagert asked: 

j. “Is the state ready?” • 

. W’ard rose and replied affirmatively. He added: * !* 

\ “The state has five witnesses ready to testify. These j 

(' witnesses are outside and ready to testify.” * . . . , l 

( He identified the witnesses as: ' 1 

• Orleans Parish Coroner Dr. Nicholas J. Che&L • * r . i 

} Dr. Esmond A. Fatter, a private physician.* % .. ; •’i. * 

f Del Frank Raywdod of the city police, v . Vs 
^ John Rowfey, a photographer for the police Bureau of 
\ Identification. / v j 

V • Peter 'Schuler, an Investigator-photographer for &e ; 
f coroner’* office. • • 

t Dymond then rose and bold the judge: . 1 

\ “We have no objections to expert witnesses being brought 
; into the courtroom as long as their testimony is confined to # 
expert testimony.” • ‘ . 

• Dr. Chetta, Dr. Fatter and Rowley remained in the 

courtroom. The others w'ere taken outside ^ft er.^be lng 
jl udce^ Bagert not^tg^' discuss the case, _ . 
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